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AWA VIC Branch
Wal Whiteside 
Operator of the Year Award 2018
About Wal Whiteside 
The Operator of the Year Award, originally titled the AWWA Wastewater Operator of the Year Award, was first presented in 1980 to WIOA Life Member Stan Franzi. By the mid 1980’s the award criteria were expanded to include water and wastewater treatment.  In 2011, the award criteria was further expanded to include operators of water and wastewater transfer and collection systems including recycled water.
In 1996, the Award was renamed to honour Wal Whiteside who was for 20 years a member of AWA and a regular supporter of the WIOA Conference.  Wal was a stalwart of the Engineers and Operators Conference over many years and was very highly regarded by both operators and engineers who had the opportunity to meet him.  Wal was for 33 years a Board member of the Geelong & District Water Board (now Barwon Water), the last 21 years as Chairman. His service to the water industry was recognised in 1992 with the AWWA Service Award and 1993 with the Medal of the Order of Australia.
The award will be presented at the annual Victorian WIOA conference awards dinner in Bendigo on 6 September 2018.
Criteria
Nominations are sought annually from Water Authorities and water companies throughout Victoria for operators who meet the following criteria:
· Nominees should be working in Victoria and should have direct responsibility for operational decisions at community water, sewer or recycled water systems/networks and/or water, wastewater or recycled water treatment plants or industrial water or wastewater plants.
· Nominees should have demonstrated a continued high level of performance, initiative and all round attention to detail in the execution of their duties.
Prize
In addition to the prestige and recognition of being the award winner, the Victorian Operator of the Year will receive a trophy, certificate and choice of one of the below:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]$2,000 towards the 2019 WIOA Tour, New Zealand; OR
· OzWater conference (registration only) to ozwater’18 in Melbourne, 7-9 May 2019 
Nominations must be received by 5pm Friday, 3 August 2018
	Nominee:
	

	Organisation
	

	Position: 
	
	Years of Employment:
	

	Qualifications / Trade:
	

	Business phone:
	
	Mobile:
	

	Email:
	



	Nominator (name):
	

	Organisation:
	

	Business phone:
	
	Mobile:
	

	Contact email:
	




	1.  Executive Summary.  Please outline the main reason for the nomination (maximum 500 words)

	

	2.  Outline ideas, activities and achievements by the nominee which illustrate initiative and innovation demonstrating improved treatment and/or system operation and efficiency.  

	

	3. Overall plant and/or system management and conditions and nominee’s specific contribution to these areas.

	

	4. Detail the nominee’s demonstrated attention to occupational health and safety and other regulatory responsibilities.

	

	
5. Personal development / training achievements – relevant vocational, education and training.

	

	6.  Any other supporting achievements or comments.

	

	Submitting your nomination

	Nominations should be submitted electronically in Word or PDF format and include the following information: 
	A completed nomination form 
	An executive summary outlining the main reason for the nomination (maximum 500 words) 
	Photo (jpg or similar format) 
	Biography (minimum 180 words, maximum 300 words) 
· Two letters of reference 



For further information please contact AWA VIC Branch Manager
on 03-9679 6616 or vicbranch@awa.asn.au

Please complete this nomination form, attach relevant supporting documents and return by 5pm, Friday 3 August 2018
To vicbranch@awa.asn.au
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